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-RKQ�'��:LWYOLHW��D�OHDGLQJ�ZRUVKLS�WKHR-
logian, reminds us that the pastoral task of the 
worship planner or leader is one that is not to 
EH�WDNHQ�OLJKWO\��:H�KDYH�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�UHVSRQ-
sibility of selecting worship words that our wor-
VKLSLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�ZLOO�XVH�WR�ZRUVKLS�WKH�.LQJ�
RI�.LQJV�DQG�/RUG�RI�/RUGV��,W�KDSSHQV�HYHU\�
time we choose a song, a scripture or a worship 
chorus for our church service. 

285�+2/<�&$//,1*�5(48,5(6�7+$7�:(�
%(�*22'�67(:$5'6�2)�*2'�6�:25'�

The ability to work as good vocalists, musicians, worship lead-
ers, rehearsal directors, worship planners and many other skills are 
UHTXLUHG��%XW�IRU�VSLULWXDO�WDVNV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH��WKH�FKXUFK�QHHGV�PRUH�
than a concert musician, gifted coordinator or talented performer. 
³:KLOH�ZH�DUH�QRW�VSLULWXDO�HQJLQHHUV��ZH�GR����ZLWK�IHDU�DQG�WUHPEOLQJ�
���WDNH�WKH�SDUW�RI�SULHVWV��SODFLQJ�ZRUGV�RI�ZRUVKLS�RQ�SHRSOH¶V�OLSV�
that may well resonate deep within their souls and draw them, by the 
6SLULW¶V�SRZHU��FORVHU�WR�*RG�́ �:KHQ�*RG�LV�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�RXU�ZRUVKLS�
His presence is evident.

$W�,%&��WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�SULQFLSOHV�IURP�VFULSWXUH�WKDW�DUH�
emphasized as we study the vast subject of worship. First, we want 
RXU�VWXGHQWV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�*RG�\HDUQV�IRU�³VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK´�
ZRUVKLSHUV��-RKQ��������:RUVKLS�LV�DERXW�*RG�DQG�+LV�GHVLUH�WR�
enter into a worship relationship with His people. Second, the 
students will be instructed concerning the role and preparation of 
the worship leader. Holiness and preparation are the foundation for 
HIIHFWLYH�ZRUVKLS�OHDGLQJ�DV�LV�VHHQ�LQ���&KURQLFOHV����7KLUG��%LEOLFDO�
worship must be defined. Our student worship leaders must know 
what they are leading.
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³:KHUH�ZHUH�\RX�ZKHQ�,�ODLG�WKH�HDUWK¶V�IRXQGDWLRQ"�:KLOH�WKH�
PRUQLQJ�VWDUV�VDQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQG�DOO�WKH�DQJHOV�VKRXWHG�IRU�MR\"´��-RE�
���������³7KH�HDUWK�LV�WKH�/25'¶V�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�LW��WKH�ZRUOG��
and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established 
it upon the waters (Ps. 24:1). Everything belongs to God because ev-
erything was made by God. It is self-evident that the creature should 
pay homage to the Creator, and seems ample motivation for worship. 
:H�PXVW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SODQQLQJ�ZRUVKLS�WKDW�LV�ELEOL-
cal, lifts up Christ, and edifies the body of Christ so that the Church 
ZLOO�EH�ZRUVKLSLQJ�LQ�³VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK´��-RKQ�������

In John 4, Jesus encountered a woman who asked Him about the 
proper location 
for worship. 
Jesus responded 
that location 
and style may 
change, but 
the value 

�ZKLFK�PXVW�QHYHU�FKDQJH��LV�ZRUVKLSLQJ�*RG�³LQ�VSLULW�
DQG�LQ�WUXWK´���������-HVXV¶�SRLQW�LV�VKDUS�DQG�SRLJQDQW��
There must be spirit and truth that guide who we are and what 
ZH�GR�LQ�WKH�ZRUVKLS�FHOHEUDWLRQ��,Q�-RKQ¶V�ZULWLQJV��³WUXWK´�LV�D�ZRUG�
that he relates often to Jesus and the truth revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
-RKQ������VWDWHV�WKDW�³JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK�FDPH�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�́ �
The truth that is in Jesus will form the foundation on which wor-
ship styles are built. True worship does not depend on holy days and 
places but upon whether the worshiper is sincere and if Jesus Christ is 
the center of our worship.

$W�WKH�FRUH�RI�WKH�%LEOH�LV�D�*RG�ZKR�GHHSO\�GHVLUHV�WKDW�PHQ�
and women worship Him. John 4:23-24 describes the Father as seek-
LQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�³ZRUVKLS�+LP�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK�́ �7R�WKLQN�WKDW�
God would passionately seek worshipers must cause us to respond. 
God created man for fellowship that was framed in worship, with 
REHGLHQFH�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS��*HQ�������������%XW�$GDP�
and Eve fell into sin and chose to worship the creature rather than the 
Creator by obeying their own lust for wisdom rather than God (Gen. 
��������,Q�WKH�PRPHQW�RI�WKH�IDOO��VLQ�HQWHUHG�PDQ�DQG�ZRPDQ��DQG�
IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�ZDV�EURNHQ��%XW�E\�*RG¶V�JUDFH�+H�VRXJKW�WR�
bring people back into a relationship with Himself. Jesus Christ as the 
Savior of mankind became the propitiation for our sin so we can enter 
into fellowship with God.

It is imperative to realize the importance of worshiping God in 
ERWK�VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK��:RUVKLS�OHDGHUV�PXVW�VWXG\�KRZ�WR�OHDG�ZLWK�
WKH�³HQWLUH�KHDUW´�DQG�DOORZ�WKH�:RUG�WR�JXLGH�WKHLU�ZRUVKLS�SODQ-
ning. Paul admonishes us to do everything and say everything as an 
act of worship, with the understanding that we are representatives 
of the name of Jesus. Christian worship leaders must balance the 
elements of admonishing, teaching, prayer, and singing praise with 
a desire to live in peace a life that is pleasing to God with Christ-like 
virtues that will bring glory to the name of Jesus.
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:KDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�WR�ZRUVKLS�LQ�³WUXWK´"�,Q�-RKQ������LW�LV�UH-
vealed that we must be born of water and spirit. John had already told 
XV�WKDW�-HVXV�WKH�:RUG�ZDV�IXOO�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK��-RKQ�ODWHU�TXRWHV�
-HVXV�LQ�-RKQ������DV�VD\LQJ��³,�DP«WKH�WUXWK�́ �&RQVWDQFH�&KHUU\�
VWDWHV�WKDW�³&KULVWLDQ�ZRUVKLS�LV�DOZD\V�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�WUXWK��WKH�WUXWK�
DV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�́

-RKQ�GHFODUHV�WKDW�³WKH�:RUG was made flesh, and dwelt among 
XV´���������$V�*HUDOG�%RUFKHUW�QRWHV��³7KLV�LQFDUQDWH�:RUG�µWDEHU-
QDFOHG¶�RU�WHQWHG��HVNHQRVHQ��LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�MXVW�OLNH�WKH�ZRUVKLS�WHQW�
RI�,VUDHO�KDG�SURYLGHG�D�VHQVH�RI�*RG¶V�QXPLQRXV�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�
GHVHUW�́  7KH�:RUG��*RG��ZDV�WDEHUQDFOHG�RU�WHQWHG�LQ�IOHVK�LQ�RUGHU�
to shed innocent blood for our sins.

,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�FHQWUDO�VDYLQJ�HYHQW�RI�*RG¶V�VWRU\��IRU�
Christians, is the resurrection. Acts 2:42-47 outlines early Church wor-
ship as the teaching of the apostles, fellowship, the breaking of bread 
DQG�SUD\HU��³/HW�WKH�ZRUG�RI�&KULVW�ULFKO\�GZHOO�LQ�\RX��DV�\RX�WHDFK�
DQG�DGPRQLVK�RQH�DQRWKHU�ZLWK�DOO�ZLVGRP´��&RO���������

7KH�,VUDHOLWH¶V�GHOLYHUDQFH�IURP�(J\SW�W\SLILHV�RXU�
deliverance from sin. Even Old Testament worship could be 
considered Christocentric because of the deliverance being 
D�IRUHVKDGRZ�RI�&KULVW¶V�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��
7KH�VDFUHG�DFWLRQ�RI�EDSWLVP��³LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV�IRU�
WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV�´��$FWV�������GHILQHV�XV�DV�*RG¶V�UH-
GHHPHG��$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZULWHV��³:H�ZHUH�WKHUHIRUH�EXULHG�
with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
WKH�)DWKHU��ZH�WRR�PD\�OLYH�D�QHZ�OLIH�́

/LQGHO�0��$QGHUVRQ�
'HDQ�RI�:RUVKLS�6WXGLHV
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Cain (Gen. 4:5) and the sons of Aaron, 1DGDE�DQG�$ELKX��

�/HY��������DUH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKRVH�ZRUVKLS�ZDV�UHMHFWHG�
by God. The constant challenge for the worship leader is pre-
paring personally before leading others in worship. Integrity and 
personal piety are central for a leader to be worthy to be followed.

:K\�LV�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KHDUW�VR�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�ZRUVKLS�OHDGHU"�7KH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�VFULSWXUH�IRXQG�LQ�,VDLDK����DQVZHUV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³:KHUHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�VDLG��
Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour 
me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the 
SUHFHSW�RI�PHQ´��,VD����������*RG�LV�QRW�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�RXU�ZRUVKLS�LI�ZH�MXVW�JR�WKURXJK�
the motions and our worship does not come from the heart. It is essential that the worship 
leader be a true worshiper because a worship leader cannot lead people to a place they 
WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ��:RUVKLSHUV�DUH�XVXDOO\�DEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�ZKHWKHU�D�OHDGHU¶V�OLIH�
and message are in harmony with one another.

True worship is not just about what we do in church or a certain segment of our life. 
It is not merely some religious activity in a building. Our liturgies or congregational actions 
FDQ�UHIOHFW�WUXH�ZRUVKLS��DXWKHQWLF�ZRUVKLS��KRZHYHU��UHTXLUHV�D�OLIHVW\OH�RI�ZRUVKLS��2WKHU-
wise, such actions are simply meaningless activity. 
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To think that God would passionately seek worshipers must cause us to respond. 

God created man for fellowship that was framed in worship, with obedience at the heart 
RI�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS��*HQ������������:RUVKLSHUV�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�IDLWK�WKURXJK�DGRUDWLRQ�DQG�
REHGLHQFH��:RUVKLS�LV�ERWK�DQ�DWWLWXGH�DQG�DQ�DFW��:RUVKLS�LV�DQ�DWWLWXGH�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�D�
whole-life response of an individual to God; it is also an act which expresses itself privately 
DQG�SXEOLFO\��5REHUW�:HEEHU��WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�5REHUW�(��:HEEHU�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�:RUVKLS�
6WXGLHV��GHILQHV�ELEOLFDO�ZRUVKLS�DV�WKH�³VWRU\�RI�*RG¶V�LQLWLDWLQJ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�IDOOHQ�
FUHDWXUHV��D�VWRU\�WKDW�LV�UHPHPEHUHG�E\�*RG¶V�SHRSOH�DQG�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH\�JLYH�WKDQNV�́ ��

The proper attitude of worship comes through the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
OLYHV��:LWKRXW�WKH�6SLULW¶V�SUHVHQFH��WKHUH�LV�QR�JHQXLQH�ZRUVKLS�RU�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�SRZHU��
.UHLGHU�DVVHUWV�WKDW��³7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�PDNHV�DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�RXU�ZRU-
VKLS��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�DOORZV�-HVXV¶�ZRUGV�WR�FRPH�DOLYH��7KH�6SLULW�FKDQJHV�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�
energizes our wills. The spirit can enliven our forms of worship to enable joy and sponta-
QHLW\��7KH�6SLULW�EUHDNV�WKURXJK�KXPDQ�OLPLWDWLRQV��DQG�OLQNV�XV�ZLWK�*RG�́

During the church service, we must always remember that if we allow the attention to 
be directed toward the leader(s) on the stage or platform, there is a danger that the percep-
tion will be that the gifts we are using belong to us and we should receive glory. This would 
be dishonest at best and blasphemous at worst, since we are merely stewards of the gifts and 
QRW�RZQHUV��*RG�VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�DOO�WKH�JORU\�IRU�DQ\�EHDXW\�RU�DGPLUDEOH�TXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�JLIW�
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Andrew Hill, in his book (QWHU�+LV�&RXUWV�:LWK�3UDLVH��ZULWHV��³���GHILQLQJ�ZRUVKLS�

SURYHV�GLIILFXOW�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�ERWK�DQ�DWWLWXGH�DQG�DQ�DFW�́ �:HEEHU�ZULWHV��³,�KDYH�VWUXJJOHG�
to define worship in a way that is faithful to the biblical and historical event-orientation, 
DQG�,�KDYH�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�ZRUVKLS�LV�QRW�HDV\�WR�GHILQH�́ ��:RUVKLS�LV�VLPSOH�HQRXJK�IRU�
D�FKLOG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�DQG�³XQGHUVWDQG�´�\HW�VR�PXFK�P\VWHU\�VXUURXQGV�ZRUVKLS�WKDW�WKH�
theologians have pondered it for centuries.

Christian worship has been defined in many ways, but the common thread of these 
definitions focuses on the covenantal relationship between God and His people. These and 
many other aspects of worship will be explored to prepare student worship leaders to fulfill 
WKHLU�UROH�DQG�KXPEO\�DFFHSW�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�³the important and terrifying task of 
SODFLQJ�ZRUGV�RI�ZRUVKLS�RQ�SHRSOH¶V�OLSV�́


