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Sheldon Robinson, IBC Junior - &RPLQJ�WR�,%&�ZDV�
one of the best decisions I have ever made. It has been 
a life-changing experience. The impact on my life will 
echo throughout my ministry. Choosing to further your 
education is always a great decision, but when you couple 
that with a spiritual environment with an emphasis on 
ministering to the world around you the possibilities 
EHFRPH�QXPHURXV���:KHQ�ZH�UHDOL]H�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WKDW�
we have to take that knowledge and train the next genera-
tion of Apostolic leadership, the possibilities are limitless. 
:H�NQRZ�ZH�FDQ�GR�DOO�WKLQJV�WKURXJK�&KULVW��7KLV�LV�WKH�
IRFXV�RI�WKH�5HOLJLRXV�(GXFDWLRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�DW�,%&��WR�
train ministers to fill the ever present need to teach. I have 
EHHQ�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�WRROV�WKDW�,�FDQ�DQG�ZLOO�XVH�WKURXJK-
RXW�P\�PLQLVWU\�DV�,�IXOILOO�P\�FDOOLQJ�WR�³*R«�DQG�WHDFK´�
(Matthew 28:19).

Bethany McConnell, IBC Graduate - The ability to affect a 
SHUVRQ¶V�OLIH�WKURXJK�WHDFKLQJ�LV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
DQG�QRW�RQH�WR�EH�WDNHQ�OLJKWO\��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�,%&�GHP-
onstrate this through its methods of spiritual training, it 
also sets the environment for young Christians to receive 
a Godly calling into their lives. I had a plan for my life 
that followed what I believed to be the best route for my 
future. It was only when I allowed God to take over my 
situation that I realized His plan could not be outshined 
by my own desires. It was through a vision that God 
showed me where He wanted to take me. This particular 
vision seemed impossible at the time, but it soon became 
clear that God was not going to let that vision fall to the 
dust. The goals that He has set for each of us to achieve 
will not only bring lifelong happiness but also allow us to 
VKDUH�+LV�*RVSHO�ZLWK�RWKHUV��,%&�KDV�VKRZQ�PH�WKDW�
however impossible my spiritual goals may seem, if they 
have been set by God, they are achievable. I was raised 
by spiritual leaders and I am training to become a spiritual 
leader so I can help show those younger than I the im-
portance of the Gospel. It is our turn to take the lead and 
WHDFK�*RG¶V�:RUG�WR�HYHU\�JHQHUDWLRQ� 

2QH�RI�-HVXV¶�ODVW�DGPRQLWLRQV�WR�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�
was to instruct them to go and teach others. This 
was not a new directive to his closest followers. Dur-
ing the course of his three and a half year ministry 
he had spent much time teaching his followers, 
reminding his disciples that after he was gone, they 
would have to carry on the work.

An examination of the Gospels reveals that 
WHDFKLQJ�ZDV�D�FHQWUDO�HOHPHQW�LQ�-HVXV¶�PLQLVWU\��
DQG�D�FORVH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�1HZ�
Testament reveals it was central to the writers as 
well. Paul for instance taught in the Jewish syna-
gogues, then when he was thrown out of there, 
he used any forum that was available to him. 
Even his writings, the epistles, are clear exam-
ples of teaching doctrine intended to strengthen 
the personal faith of the recipients.

The need for the teaching ministry is as con-
VWDQW�WRGD\�DV�LW�HYHU�ZDV��1HZ�FRQYHUWV�DV�ZHOO�
as seasoned saints, and everyone in between, 
need the spiritual strength and renewal that 
FRPHV�IURP�JRRG�VROLG�%LEOH�WHDFKLQJ�

,QGLDQD�%LEOH�&ROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�DQ�
opportunity to minor in Christian education 
or to take a series of classes in the discipline.  
It is more than just preparing Sunday school 
and Christian school teachers, although that is 
certainly an important part of it. This depart-
ment seeks to enable students to have their own 
effective teaching ministry.  Since teaching (which 
established individuals in the faith) was such a vi-
WDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FKXUFK��LW�PXVW�EH�
reflected in the ministry of our graduates as well.  

Any student seeking to enter ministry has to 
face the fact that teaching will be a main part of 
their work if he or she is to be an effective min-
LVWHU��6WXGHQWV�DW�,%&�KDYH�D�QXPEHU�RI�FODVVHV�
they can take to help fulfill this ministry. These 
classes emphasize such things as principles of 
effective teaching, age and developmental char-
acteristics of students, as well as teaching and 
learning methodologies for different age groups. 

A number of our education courses have 
added a written curriculum component, mean-
ing that students learn how to write their own 
%LEOH�VWXGLHV��ZKLFK�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�LQ�WXUQ�
taught in their home churches. For students 
who wish to teach in Christian schools, we 
have partnered with Calvary Christian School, 
where students can complete their educational 
practicum classes.

Paul wrote to Timothy and admon-
ished him in two different epistles to 
EH��³«DSW�WR�WHDFK´��,�7LP�������,,�7LP��
2:24). Paul understood and wanted 
Timothy to understand that it was 
WKURXJK�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�VROLG�%LEOH�WUXWK�
is communicated. This is precisely why 
,QGLDQD�%LEOH�&ROOHJH�VHHNV�WR�JLYH�RXU�
VWXGHQWV�D�VROLG�%LEOH�HGXFDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�
DV�HTXLS�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�VNLOOV�QHFHVVDU\�
so that they are apt to teach.  


